THE DEFENCE OF THE EMPIRE
with such a power we should not talk on equal terms.
We might as well, in such a contingency, have had
no armament at all, because the outcome of any
attempt to use it against such a power would have
been a foregone conclusion. (Under the code duello
a fight was stopped immediately one of the duellists
became 'placed in a position of manifest inferiority',
for then the fight would become mere butchery by the
stronger combatant.) Such a position of defenceless-
ness was particularly impossible, we felt, for a world-
wide empire. It is indeed one which even little states
will not accept without struggle, without at least the
gesture of defence (as witness the rearmament of all
the little states, including Belgium, this last year or
two) although the final outcome of isolated resistance
against the stronger power may be tragically certain.
Even distant America, at the period of the German
onslaught, was stirred by the same spectre of this
growing Germanic power. One of the most effective
bits of war propaganda in the United States was a map
of Europe showing pan-Germania dominating the
whole.
There was nothing new or apologetic in this theme
that such domination as Germany threatened was in-
compatible with the defence of the British Empire.
As the Times,1 among other serious newspapers,
i Thus on August 3,1914:
'We can no more tolerate a German hegemony in Europe than
we can tolerate the hegemony of any other power. As our fathers
fought Spam and France in the days of their greatest strength to
defeat their pretence to continental supremacy, and their menace
to the narrow seas, which arc the bulwark of our independence, so
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